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THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE LIFE OF JACOB, 


BY THOMAS HODGKIN. 


Iu the article “Jacob” in Smith’s Biblieal 
Dictionary the followiug sentences occur :— 


‘Hitherto the two sons shared the wanderings 
of Isaay in the Soath Cuuatry: but now Jacob in 
A\. 78th year was sent trom the family home to 
avoid his brother, and tu seek a wife among his 
kindred ia Padau-Aram.”’ - “Growiug up a 
stranger to the great joys and great sorrows of uat- 
ural life—deaths and wedlocks and births; inured 
to caution and restraint in the presence of a more 
vigorous brother; secretly stimulated by a belief 
that God designed for him some superiur blessing, 
Jacob (before his flight to Padan-Aram) was per- 
haps in a fair way to bevume a narrow, selfish, de- 
ceisful, disappviuted man, But after dwelling for 
more than hulf a life time in solitude, he is diiven 
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from home by the provoked hostility of his more 
powerful brother. Then in deep an‘ bitter sorrow, 
the outcast begins life afresh, long after youth has 
passed,”’. . ** An unseen world was opened’”’ 
(at Bethel.) ‘‘God revived and renewed to him 
that slumbering promise over which he had brood- 
ed for threescore years since he learned it fn child- 
hood frem his mother.’’ 


The words which I have italicised present- 
ed to me the life of Jacob in so new and 
strange a light when I first read them, that 
was strongly disposed to question the accu- 
racy of the sentiments which they convey. 
Most readers who had not dug below the suc- 
face of the Scripture narrative would, I think, 
share the general impression which I had re- 
ceived from it, that the life of the third pa- 
triarch divided itself into three portions of 
pretty nearly equal length—Youth at Beer- 
sheba, Manhood in Padan-Aram, Old Age in 
Canaan and Egypt. And yet here we find 
the assertion made that the first period, that 
during which he still abode under his father’s 
tent-canvas, was more than the half of his 
entire life, that it embraced 77 out of the 
whole of his 147 years, and that he was in 
fact a man of mature age (even when meas- 
ured by the more extended scale of those 
“children of the dawn”) when he laid his 
seeminyly-hairy hands in the hands of Isaac, 
and when he “hasted to draw water” for 
his beautiful cousin from the well of Haran. 


Other results which we should not have ex- 
pected flow from the adoption of this chronol- 
ogy. Not the least strange is the birth of 
Benjamin when his father had already reached 
the age of at least 99, the same within a year 
as that of Abraham at the birth of Isaac. 
It must be remembered, however, that with 
the then existing duration of man’s life, this 
would not be a greater age than 55 or 60 at 
the present day. 


Much as I was disposed to resent this vio- 
lent dislocation of many preconceived opin- 
ions as to Jacob’s history, 1 found on ex- 
amination that I had no choice but to sur- 
render at discretion to “‘ W. T. Bullock,” the 
well-known Assistant Secretary of the Socie- 
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ty for the Propagation of the Gospel, and the 
contributor of this and many other valuable 
articles to the Dictionary of the Bible. 

As, however, this writer has not fully set 
forth the links in the chain of argument 
which bind us to this conclusion, it may be as 
well for me to do so here. 

The chronology of the life of Joseph gives 
us the clue, which we should otherwise miss, 
to the exact chronology of the life of his 
father. The “key of the position” is to be 
found in Gen. xli. 46—‘* And Joseph was 
30 years old when he stood before Pharaoh 
king of Egypt.” This was at the commence- 
ment of the seven years of plenty. Joseph 
was, therefore, 37 years old at the commence- 
ment of the famine, and 39 when his breth- 
ren came down into Egypt on their second 
journey ; for then, as we learn from Gen. xlv. 
6, “the famine had been two years in the 
land.” This visit was immediately followed 
by Jacob’s emigration from Canaan into 
Egypt, as recorded in the 46th chapter, and by 
the presentation of the aged Patriarch to 
Pharaoh, on which occasion he informed the 
king that “the days of the years of his pil- 
grimage were 130 years.” Joseph was there- 
fore 39 when his father was 130, or, in other 
words, Jacob was 91 when Joseph was born. 

But what indications. have we beyond the 
mere general fact that all Jacob’s sons ex- 
cept Benjamin were born in Padan-Aram, to 
enable us to determine the precise point of 
his history at which Rachel bare him her 
first-born son? We tarn to Genesis xxx. 25, 
and find it was immediately after Joseph’s 
birth that Jacob first mooted with his father- 
in-law the idea of returning to his own land, 
an idea which was for the time abandoned 
in consequence of the promise of payment for 
his services out of Laban’s cattle. In other 
words, Joseph’s birth occurred at the end of 
the second and the commencement of the 
third period of seven years of his exile. Now 
though the number seven is often used in 
Scripture in a somewhat vague and indefi- 
nite manner (as, fur longer periods, the num- 
ber forty,) I think there can be no doubt 
that these periods, these “ weeks of years,” so 
frequently alluded to, and always in the 
same precire terms, were each of them seven 
years, neither more nor less. It follows there- 
fore that Jacob’s flight to Padan-Aram oc- 
curred fourteen years before the birth of his 
son Joseph, and since that took place when 
he was 91, this must have been when he was 
77, or as W. T. Bullock puts it, “ in his 78th 
year.” Q'E. D. 

it may be convenient to the readers if we 
arrange in a tabular form the dates thus ob- 
tained and the most important of the other 


Years of Years of Years of; 
Isauc’s | Jacob's Joseph's! 
Life. | Life. | Lite. 


0 | 


| Birth of Isaac, Abraham be- 
ing 100 and Ser h 99 years 
of age (Gen. xvii. 17, xxi. 
| 

Death of Sarah, 127 years of 

age (Gen. xxii. 1.) 
| Isaac marries Rebekah (Gen. 
xxv. 20.) 

Birth of Esau and Jacob (Gen. 
xxv. 26.) 

Death of Ab-aham at the age 
of 175 (Gen, xxv. 7.) 

Esau marries two Hittite 
wives (Gen. xxvi. 34.) 

Jacob, by fraud, obtains his 
father’s blessing, end flies 
from the wrath of Esau. 

End of his first week of aervi- 
tude. Marriage with Leah 
and shortly afterwards with 
Rachel 

| End of the second week of 
| gervitude. Birth of Jo- 
seph, 

End of the third week of ser- 
vitude, Flight from Pa- 
dan- Aram. 

(Date unknown) Birth of 
Benjamin aud death of 
Ra tel. 

Joseph’s dreams(Gen. xxxvii. 
2,) apparevtly followed at 
no great distance of time 
by his being sold into 
Egypt, and be.oming Pot- 
ipber’s slave. 

(Date uncertain) Joseph cast 

| into prison. 

| He interprets the dreams of 
Pharaoh’s servauts (‘* two 
full years’’ befors he is 
taken out of prison ) Gen. 

| We. i. 

| Death of Isaac.—His burial 

| by his sons Esau and Ja- 
cob (Gen. xxx. 28, 29.) 

Pharaoh’s creams.—Joseph 

stands before Pharaoh.— 
| Commencement of the 
| seven years of plenty (Gen. 
xli. 46, compare verse 32.) 
| Commencement of the seven 
years of famine. 
| When the famine has been 
| two years in the land (Gen. 
| xlv.6,)thesonsof Jacob, ia- 
cluding Benjamin, come 
down into Egypt to buy 
corn, and immediately af- 
terwards Jacob himself is 
brought down into Egypt 
avd stands before Pharaoh 
| (Gen. xlvii. 9.) 
| End of the seven years of 
| famine. 
| Death of Jacob (Gen. xlvii. 
| 28. 
| Death of Joseph (Gen. 1. 26.) 


44 
147 


| 110 


56 


| 
i 


The order of years of the great Patriarch’s 


dates in the lives of these three patriarchs— | life, thus made manifest, casts a new and in- 


Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph : 


teresting light upon some portions of his char- 
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acter. We now seem to hear, with more empha- 
sis than before, the glad note of thanksgiving 
in Gen. xxxii. 10, “1 am not worthy of the least 
of all the mercies and of all the truth which 
thou hast showed unto thy servant, for with 
my staff I passed over this Jordan, and now 
Tam become two bands.” It was not only 
that the fugitive from his father’s house was 
returning with flocks and herds and camels 
and slaves~all that constituted wealth in 
those early days—it surely also meant that 
he who had grown up to full middle life a 
childless man, with no links to bind him .to 
the future, was now returning with all the 
joys as well as the heavy cares of Family 
Life thick about him. 

W. can also now more easily understand 
the atrange sense of helplessness which seems 
to mark the character of Israel (the same 
who “as a prince had had power with God”) 
in all his later relations with his stalwart 
sons. (See especially the 34th and 35th 
chapters of Genesis, as well as those which 
teli the history of their persecution of Joseph.) 
They were the sons of a man middle-aged, as 
life then was reckoned, when they were born ; 
of a man who, when they were just bursting 
into their lusty and lawless manhood, was al- 
ready verging towards the feebleness of old 
age—an old age perhaps accelerated by the 
droughts, the frosts, the sleepless nights of his 
servitude in Padan. 

The character of Jacob, though far below 
the grandeur of Abraham’s, and wanting the 
simple guilessness of his father Isaac’ 8, has in 
it elements of sympathy and a capacity of 
intense and lasting emotion which make it to 
many minds the most interesting of the three. 
Here, for the first time, in spite of all the 
misery and degradation of the system of 
polygamy, we get a glimpse of that higher 
and nobler sentiment with regard to woman, 
the Ehre der Frauen which, in a very differ 
ent epoch of the world’s history, was the char. 
acteristic of the Teutonic as distinguished 
from the Classical and Oriental nations. 
Woman is, indeed (next after the relation of 
Covenant into which he enters with Jehovah,) 
the predominating power in Jacob's history. 
Two names, as it were, sum up his whole life 
—Rebekah and Rachel. During that long 
half lifetime of inactivity in his father’s tent 
he seems to have clung to the quiet domestic 
life, the orderly round of pastoral duties, of 
which his mother was the mainspring. Her 
word appears to have been his sufficient law, 
and in her presence he was content; a very 
different son from tsau, absent probably for 
weeks together in his wild hunting-excursions 
through the red ravines which were after- 
wards to bear his name, and then returning 
—a return more bitter than-his absence—to 
fill the encampment with theclamorous, quar- 


,|of the weak—cunning and fraud. 


relsome, dirty presence of his Hittite wives. 

With Jacob’s flight to Padan-Aram the 
scene changes, and the smaller but nobler 
portion of his life begins. A new life arises 
upon his path, a new love fills his whole soul. 
And yet even this new and mightier affection 
seems to have derived part of its sweetness 
from the taste which there was in it of the 
old. “ And it came to pass when Jacob saw 
Rachel the daughter of Laban, his mother’s 
brother, and the sheep of Laban, his mother’s 
brother, that Jacob went near and rolled the 
stone from the well’s mouth and watered the 
flock of Laban, Ais mother's brother. And 
Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice 
and wept.” Surely in this threefold refer- 
ence to the fact that he had reached the home 
of the kiadred of his mother, we have a hint 
of a “law of continuity” in Jacob’s nature, 
which made even the husband love which was 
arising in his heart easier and mightier as be- 
ing bound in some sort to the long and duti- 
fal son-love which lay behiad. him. In his 
mother’s brother we all know how cruelly he 
was disappointed, but that brother’s daughter 
was thenceforward 

‘* The star of bis nativity.” 

He loved Rachel with that deep and in- 
eradicable and ineffaceable love which men 
lonely till middle life, if then surprised into 
tenderness, have often shown. He waited 
for her seven years; he served fourteen; he 
possessed” her, alas! for less than twenty out 
of the hundred and forty-seven years of his 
pilgrimage, but living or dead she held the 
master-key of his soul; to have belonged to 
her was a sufficient title to the fondest affec- 
tion that his weary heart could yet bestow: 
the favor shown to Joseph, the jealous care of 
Benjamin, the pre eminent blessings bestowed 
on Ephraim and Manasseh, were all pro- 
longed vibrations of that first over-mastering 
emotion which swept over him by the well of 
Haran when “he kissed Rachel and lifted up 
his voice and wept.” 

With all this capacity for sympathy, for 
strong and faithful love, which we find in Ja- 
cob’s character, there was, it is idle to deny it, 
a darker element combined. The weaker of 
the two brethren, he learned early, and was 
tardy in unlearning, the use of those weapons 
The op- 
timist commentators who have tried to soften 
down and explain away this fact have done 
violence to the true spirit of the Bible nar- 
rative, which, if it records with little com- 
ment, as is the manner of the primeval epic, 
the sins of Jacob, records also their punish- 
ment, the work of as true and unfaltering a 
Nemesis as ever was hymned in the chorus of 
an Athenian tragedy. He deceives his father ; 
his sons deceive him. He, at his mother’s 


instigation, personates Esau; Leah, by the 
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command of her father, personates Rachel. 
He overreaches his brother in the matter of 
the birthright ; Laban overreaches him in the 
matter of his wages. He kills two kids of the 
goats, that by their roasted flesh and their 
hairy skins he may act out his lie to Isaac; 
Joseph's brethren “ killed a kid of the goats 
and dipped the robe in the blood and brought 
it to Israel, saying, This have we found ; 
know now whether it be thy son’s robe or no.” 

Yet while tracing this most just punish- 
ment of the sins of the Patriarch, and ufter- 
ly refusing to call his evil good, we should be 
careful not to fall into the opposite error of 
judging him more harshly than the Scripture 
narrative gives warrant for. It is most im- 
portant to notice how, as life goes on and he 
more and more clearly “seems to hear a 
Heavenly Friend” guiding him in his pil- 
grimage, the atmosphere of trickery and chi- 
cane with which his story opens seems to fall 
away from him. (This progressive nobility and 
righteousness. of his character is well brought 
out in the article in Smith’s Dictionary from 
which our first quotations were made.) 

Dean Stanley (‘“ Lectures on the Jewish 
Church,” I. 53,) in estimating the character 
of Jacob, accuses him of “ making a bargain 
even in his prayer,’ alluding doubtless to 
Gen. xxviii. 20—22, where, according to our 
version, he says, “If God will be with me, 
and will keep me in the way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat and raiment to put 
on, so that I come again to my father’s house 
in peace, then shall Jehovah be my God, 
and this stone which I have set up for a pil- 
lar shall be God’s house; and of all that thou 
shalt give me, I will surely give the tenth unto 
thee.” But Dr. Kalisch (“ Historical Com- 
mentary on the Book of Genesis,” p, 524,) 
seems to show good reason for altering the ar- 
rangement of this sentence, and making it 
read thus:—“ If God will be with me and 
keep me, &c., and if Jehovah will be my God, 
then this stone which I have set for a pillar 
shall be God’s house,” &c. 1 think there is 
nothing in Jacob’s vow, when thus modified, 
inconsistent with that great revelation of Je- 
hovah as the covenant-making and covenant- 
keeping God, which is the centra] idea of the 
Patriarchal history. It is a marvellous idea 
truly, that the Everlasting God, the Lord, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth, should 
be willing thus to humble himself to give 
pledges t» his finite and transitory creature, 
to say; “If thou wilt thus obey me, this shall 
be thy reward :” but the covenant relation 
having been thus commenced with Abraham 
and renewed with Isaac, there was surely no 
irreverence in Jacob, the fugitive and the exile, 
seeking to be satisfied that it still enured for 
him. 

‘his brings me to say a few words as to 
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the nature of that birthright for which Jacob 
so earnestly and so unfairly strove. Doubt- 
less those commentators are wrong who have 
made it a purely spiritual privilege, and who 
have almost apologized for the deceit in con- 
sideration of the religious value of the prize. 
Yet, on the other hand, we shall equally err 
if we look upon the birthright as necessarily 
bringing with it present wealth and power, 
and if we call the desire to possess it mere 
sordid self aggrandizement. ‘The nature of 
the promise showed that “ the vision was for 
many days;” there was something said in it 
of bondage, of the lapse of four centuries, and 
then of judgment on the enemies of the cove- 
nanted seed, and of their establishment in the 
land of Canaan. But it was distinctly under- 
stood that to the receivers of the promise 
themselves God “ gave no inheritance in that 
land, no, rot so much as to set their foot on.” 
The condition of Ishmael, that mighty chief- 
tain of the wilderness, with his twelve sons, 
“twelve princes according to their nations” 
enumerated “by their towns and by their 
castles,” must have seemed to his contempo- 
raries greatly superior to that of Isaac, cow- 
ering before the wrath and lust of the petty 
princes of Beersheba. Many atime probably 
had this comparison been made by the sons 
of Isaac; many a time had Esau hinted his 
contempt of these grand visions of the future 
before the last climax was reached, “ What 
good shall this birthright do unto me?” And 
while Esau was thus, on the one hand, the 
very type of those politicians who find wit 
and wisdom in that threadbare piece of base- 
ness, “ Why should I do anything for posteri- 
ty; what has posterity done for me ?” Jacob, 
on the other hand, in the midst of his crimes 
was working, consciously, for far distant gen- 
erations of his posterity, and, had his means 
been pure and righteous, would have deserved 
commendation not for the spirituality, but 
for the nobleness, of the end which he pro- 
posed to himself. 

And that some anticipations of a still high- 
er kind than the future possession of the land 
of Canaan were blended with the idea of the 
birthrippt, J do not doubt. The words, “In 
thee sifall Sl the families of the earth be 
blessed,” mn¥ have had an expanding and 
spiritualizikSufluence on every soul which 
embraced tiSyand was persuaded of them. 
But we must‘ éourse guard against attribut- 
ing to the forwar% lookers anything like the 
same distinct‘undeanding of their import, 
which belongs-to us Yho look backward to the 
coming of Christ. °% 

I have sometimes thaught that some such 
prophetic glimpse of thé*oming Deliverer is 
alluded to by the great Priarch in his death- 
bed blessing of\.his sons, ai,d though the con- 
jecture will seem to many persons a fanciful 
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one, and is very likely of no great value, I 
will here set it down for what it is worth. 

The blessing of Dan isin these words (Gen. 
xlix. 16-18 :)—* Dan shall judge his-people, 
as one of the tribes of Israel. Dan shall be 
a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, 
that biteth the horse heels, so that the rider 
shall fall backward. I have waited for thy 
salvation, O Lord.” Why. comes this sublime 
expression of the Patriarch’s long trust in the 
promised salvation of Jehovah here? What 
is its connection with the prophecy of the 
great deeds of Sampson and the successful 
raid of the invaders of Laish (Judges xviii.) ? 
I think that the clue to this dark passage may 
perhaps be found in the word Nakhash (ser 
pent,) the same word which uccurs in the 14th 
and 15th verses of the 3d chapter of Genesis, 
in the first promise of future victory over 
Evil. There it was predicted that the seed of 
the woman should bruise the head of the Ser- 
pent, while the Serpent should bruise his heel. 
Here the dying Patriarch falls almost un- 
consciously into the same metaphor in de- 
scribing the successful ambush of the children 
of Dan. Theit the words Serpent and Heel 
recall the one mysterious primeval promise 
of a destined Deliverer from the Serpent 
Enemy of the Soul of Man; he remembers 
the long years of his pilgrimage during which 
this promise has comforted him, and ejacu- 
lates, with a persuasion that he shall yet find 
that his waiting has not been all in vain, “I 
have waited for thy salvation, O Jehovah.” 
—Friends’ Quarterly Examiner. 


A BEAUTIFUL TESTIMONY. 

The venerable and honored Friend and pa- 
triarch Edward Pease, in a letter written See- 
ond mo. 6th, 1847, referring to JoserH JouHn 
GuRNEY (then recently deceased) as “ a broth- 
er beloved,” says: 


“The testimony that I bore of him and 
continue to bear, to Friends on both sides of 
the Atlantic, is this—that he was largely en- 
deared to me because I saw in him more of 
the mind of Christ than any other man I 
knew. On him had descended more of that 
gentleness, more of a going about doing good, 
more meekness, forgiveness, patience, charity 
and benevolent love than dwelt in any other 
bosom. No harshness—no reviling returned 
for reviling—but in him the Spirit of the 
Lamb, through the operation of His divine 
grace, did largely reign. Rendering to Him 
the Giver, our gracious Lord, all the praise 
of His own gifts, (who made the loved and 
honored one what He was,) I feel this honest 
tribute from my mind, uninfluenced by any 
other motive than as testifying to the power 
of religion and its exemplified practical fruits. 
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of a disciple’s duty: 


‘**Let him meditate on the sinless puri'y of the 
heart of Jesus; on His meekness, gentleness und 
forbearance; on His condescension and humility ; 
on His devotioval spirit; on His unqualified dedi- 
cation to the Father’s will; on His bo dness in as- 
serting the Truth; on His zeal, patience and forti- 
tude ; on His perfect fidelity and integrity ; on the 
universal diffusion of His love and charity—and let 
him habitually aim at a practical conformity to this 
model.’ 

“ How characteristic of the life and dispo- 
sitions of him who is taken from us!” 

~ Ae re 
For Friends’ Renew. 
MEMOIR OF JAMES BACKHOUSE, 
(Continued from page 13.) 


The last visit of J. B. to Norway was made 
in the spring of 1860. He was greeted warmly 
by Friends on his arrival, and it interested 
him greatly to be again with those to whom 
he had before felt united in the love of Christ. 
At the houses of many of these, meetings were 
held which, J. B. says, “ were times of refresh- 
ing from the presence of the Lord, who blessed 
us with the feeling of His power, and enabled 
us to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ under 
the constraining of His love. Asbjorn Klos- 
ter was my interpreter, and both he and P. M. 
Gronnestad had large service in all these meet- 
ings, and R. Doegand O. O. Regelstad in sev- 
eral of them. Such fellow helpers greatly 
lightened my burden. To me it was delight- 
ful to hear their truly apostolic sermons, 
delivered with a fervency becoming the all- 
important subject,—repentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ,—in- 
cluding the acceptance of the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, sent of the Father, in the name of His 
dear Son, to lead His disciples into all truth.” 

In places where seven years before he had 
sought earnestly to turn the attention of the 
people to their own spiritual condition, and 
to that Teacher who teacheth as man never 
tanght, he was comforted and encouraged by 
the evidences that this labor had not been in 
vain. “ But,” he remarks, “it is not always 
best for us to see the fruit of our labors, lest 
in our weakness we should take any glory to 
ourselves; all glory belongeth to the Lord 
alone, who gives the ability to labor in His 
vineyard, and blesses the labor whether He 
permits us to see the fruit or not.” 

On one of their mountain journeys, four of 
the party were joined by some soldiers, who 
were returning from a military exercise. “ The 
men of peace and these men of war travelled 
very quietly together ; and some of the former 
used the opportunity of calling the attention 
of the latter to the non-conformity of their 
profession to the peaceable principles of the 

| Serpe of Christ, the Prince of Peace. It was 
a subject they had thought very little about. 


How literally he fulfilled his own bright view 
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They had considered active obedience to the|and with Christ ;—redemption by Christ, and 


Government a matter of necessity, though it 
was against their inclination. The precepts 
of the King of kings, over-riding the com- 
mand of earthly ‘ powers that be,’ did not 


His love and fulness in all His offices, and 
the love and mercy of the Father in Him— 
were warmly dwelt on in lively testimonies 
and acknowledged in prayer, thanksgiving 


seem to have entered their minds; but might, | and praise. The young were cautioned against 
with the information they received, at least | the voice of the stranger, which strives in va- 


explain to them the grounds of the refusal of 
two of their neighbors to bear arms, and their 
submission to in prisonment for so doing.” 

At the village of Botn, at the south end of 
Roldal Lake, the awakening power of the 
Gospel, preached in 1853, had so prevailed, 
that nearly all the adult population had 
turned to the Lord, and become Friends. 
They were very desirous to do what they 
could to provide shelter for those who had 
come to visit them, but their cottages were so 
smal] that they were obliged to spread straw 
upon the floor of the meeting-house to supply 
the deficiency of beds. J. B. says, “ We were 
most kindly waited upen by a young woman, 
who told me she and her sister had slept in 
the cow-house ever since they were born.” 

“We called upon most of the Friends in 
their own little dwellings, and on Third-day 
morning they assembled in the meeting-house, 
and we had our morning Scripture reading 
with them ; after which a few parting words 
of Christian interest were addressed to those 
yresent, and we commended one another to 
Divine protection, and took our leave of each 
other in the love of Christ, not without many 
tears.” 

Being confined to the house by sickness, 
J. B. writes at Stavanger, under date of Sixth 
month 27th, “I felt satisfied if it had been 
best for me to be at meeting on the 24th, 
when many Friends were in the city, ability 
would have been given me, but as this was 
not the case, I endeavored quietly to rest on 
the feeling of my Saviour’s presence, which I 
am favored to be rarely without. But when 
I have not this feeling, I know that He is 
still with me. He has given me to trust in 
the promise, ‘I will never leave thee nor for- 
sake thee.’ He has been with me to the ends 
of the earth, and has led me about and in- 
structed me.” 

On the 30th of Sixth month, J. B. was en- 
abled to attend the Yearly Meeting for Nor- 
way, at the conclusion of which Friends were 
gathered into very solemn feeling under the 
sense of the presence of Christ as the Head of 
His own Church. 

“ First-day, 1st of Seventh month. The’meet- 
ings fur worship wereat 10 and 4. The house, 
which seats about 200, was well filled, chiefly 
with persons professing with Friends. As on 
the occasions of public worship yesterday, the 
overshadowing of the love of our Heavenly 
Father was powerfully felt. The true com- 
munion of the Holy Spirit ;—the feeding on 


rious ways to lead them to look for communion 
with Christ in ceremonial rites ; and thus to 
draw them from that communion with Him 
in spirit which those who are His sheep know, 
and who, hearkening to His voice, are joyfully 
led and fed by Him. Eight Friends beside 
myself were engaged in the ministry in these 
meetings, and all but myself spoke in Norsk. 
I was glad to condense what I had to say 
into small compass, aud to listen to the preach- 
ing of Christ under the unction of His Spirit, 
by those who were gifted for the service in the 
tongue of the people.” 

Embarking on board the steamer for Ber- 
gen, he remarks, “ It was much crowded, and 
we had to lodge as best we'could. There was 
a general disposition among the passengers to 
make the best of circumstances. My cough 
was very noisy, but no one complained of it ; 
and there were kindly indications of sympa- 
thy with the ‘sick old man.’ I passed a sweet 
night in the feeling of communion with my 
Saviour. The perception of what He has 
done for me, and in me, with the freshness of 
the present feeling of His love, and the assur- 
ance that He will never leave me nor forsake 
me, were inexpressibly precious. I felt that 
I had received all that is proposed to man in 
the Gospel of Christ, and that entirely to His 
glory ; for it has been wrought in me by the 
power of His Spirit, in the deep sense of my 
own sinfulness and unworthiness, and of 
the preciousness of that Sacrifice by which He 
forever obtained forgiveness fur all the world, 
if they would accept it, but specially for all 
who repent and believe in Him. In this state 
I could not choose as to life or death, for I 
partook of the Apostle’s experience when he 
said, ‘To me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain.’ I was therefore perfectly at ease on 
the subject, knowing that if He had more 
work for me, He would raise me up for it, 
and if not. that He would take meto Himself 
as one of His redeemed and sanctified chil- 
dren.” 

From Hammerfest our friends again em- 
barked, and “rounded the North Cape about 
1P.M. It is formed by a fine, bold, rugged 
cliff, nearly vertical, of a dee» brown color, 
and traversed by some oblique quartz veins.” 
At Sveerholt they passed the great breeding 
place of the gulls. A gun was fired when 
they were opposite. The air immediately be- 
came filled with gulls, like a swarm of bees 
or a shower of snow. Returning to Bergen, 
J. B. writes, “ Our visits within the Arctic 
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Circle have been very relieving to us; and it 
is no small confirmation to our faith in that 
constraining of the Spirit, which we felt 
strongly in that direction, that when there, 
we found so many to visit who were desiring 
to serve the Lord in the true liberty and sim- 
plicity of the Gospel, but who had been so be- 
wildered by education among forms and cere 
monies that they required help. Itisa great 
comfort, that while they perceive with in- 
creasing clearness the spirituality of the Gos- 
pel, and the necessity of being ‘ born again, 
they appreciate strongly the atonement for 
sin by Christ, and His intercession for us, as 
our great High Priest, and Intercessor with 
the Father. If these keep their places, I can- 
not doubt but they will be multiplied, and 
will be a leaven of life to many around them, 
who are much deadened by dependence on 
priests and ceremonials.” 

Homeward bound, J. B. again writes, “ In 
the course of this visit, which occupied aboutsix 
months, as well asin that of 1853, our hearts be- 
came united in the love of Christ to many who 
had become of the number of His spiritually- 
minded, self-denying disciples. These being 
awakened to their need of redemption, and 
not finding what their souls longed for in the 
doctrines or teaching’of the Lutheran Church, 
which holds baptismal] regeneration, and the 


presence of Christ in the bread and wine of 


what is called the Lord’s Supper, and many 
of whose priests are not enlightened Chris- 
tians,—not finding in these things, nor in 
their teaching, what their souls longed for, 
they had had their attention turned to their 
Bibles, and their own experience, and had 
thus been brought to an acquaintance with 
Christ as revealed by the Spirit in the secret 
of the heart, and to faith in His enlightening 
the mind and leading into practical holiness, 
as well as giving witness to the forgiveness of 
past sin for the sake of the Sacrifice which He 
offered for us on the Cross. Feeling the evi- 
dence of His presence, as they meditated on 
these things, they had drawn together as 
Friends. We also met with many others 
whose ears were open to the simple preaching 
of the Gospel, and whose minds were readily 
gathered to the Lord, under the feeling of 
His love and power, on sitting down in silence 
to wait upon Him. To these the Gospel mes- 
sages often flowed freely, and there was often 
@ capacity received from the Lord to draw 
near with them to His footstool in vocal prayer, 
thanksgiving and praise.” 

He returned to England on the 24th of 
Tenth month, 1860. 

(To be continued.) 

PuNISHMENT is the recoil of crime, and the 
strength of the backstroke is in proportion to 
the original blow.— Trench. 


REVIEW. 


JORDANS MEETING. 
(Concluded fiom page 14) 


Note made after a visit to Jordans in 1867. 

When at Jordans, Fifth day, Sixth month 
6th, there was a gentlemanly farmer-looking 
sort of person waiting to see Jos. Glaisyer, in 
order to show him certain extracts which he 
had made from the Registers of the parish of 
Chalfont St. Giles. In these Registers it ap- 
pears are recorded the names of those interred 
in Jordans. 

On looking down this list, I observed the 
frequent recurrence of the names of the Mil- 
dreds and Mastermans, so that these families 
came, I presume, from this district. The 
Lanes, Butterfields, Pennys, also occur, and 
the Zacharys of Beaconsfield. (1786, first 
Masterman buried.) He informed me that the 
first name on their Register was the baptism, 
in 1584, of a daughter of the Russells, of 
which family Jordans was purchased, and 
some of them, it is believed, became Friends. 
Under date 1770, is recorded .on the Register 
the burial of Joseph Rule, with the addition 
“a noted Quaker.” Of this man there is a 
tradition of his having in life always dressed 
himself entirely in white, using also a white 
walking-stick, and that his funeral (though it 
took place in the month of June) was marked 
by a fall of snow, which most unusual circum- 
stance was regarded by his friends as singu- 
larly appropriate to one who had been known 
when living as the white Quaker.—W. B. 

The party before mentioned informed me 
that the land at Jordans was bought of the 
Russell family in 1671, by T. Ellwood and 
others. 

In the same year, 1671, was the first burial. 
The meeting- house was commenced in 1688, 
and completed in the same year, as the first 
assembly there was lield 7th August, 1688. 

The meetings had formerly been held at 
The Grove, where John Penington lived, 
which was thought suitable on account of its 
seclusion. The house of the Peningtons was 
old, dating as far back as 1580, and was one 
of the places where Queen Elizabeth is said 
to have been entertained. 

Of the county of Bucks, it was observed 
that it is distinguished by its number of 
small freeholds held by yeomen, an evi- 
dence of which is seen in the cherry orch- 
ards attached to their homesteads, — such 
being a tree which only a proprietor cares to 
plant. (4,000 of these yeomen once rode up 
to support Hampden as their county member. ) 
The original Friends in Bucks were of this 
yeomen class, and many of the families round 
Jordans were once connected with the Society. 
The memory of the body is still so respected, 
that every public meeting is well attended. 
Rebecca Collins had recently an overflowing 
oue. 
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The first residence of William Penn is still 
standing, at present time occupied by a sur- 
geon of the name of Endersen, and known as 
the Basing House, at Rickmansworth.—Lon- 
don Friends’ Meetings. 


FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


PHILADELPHIA, NINTH MONTH 8, 1870. 


Earty Service.—The visitations of Di- 
vine Grace to the hearts of very young children 
afford a blessed evidence of the goodness of 
God, and illustrate His character as a tender 
Father and as a faithful Creator. Cases of 
early piety are, we apprehend, more numerous 
than the adult community are fully aware of, 
and very grave is the responsibility resting 
upon those with whom they are brought in 
contact, that we do not, by unguarded words 
or unsanctified example, offend one of those 
little ones, thus blunting that tenderness of 
conscience so often observable, or lessen that 
holy sensitiveness with which a child shrinks 
from wrong. It were truly grievous to be a 
stumbling block or an occasion of offence to 
such. The morning and the strength of life 
ought to be given to the Lord, and the Church 
ought to number among her efficient workers 
both young men and maidens. The young 
men of the princes of the provinces are those 
by whom Israel might and should uphold be- 
fore the nations the ensign of the Truth. 

In the Memoir of William and Alice Ellis, 
by the late James Backhouse, we find the fol. 
lowing passage, from the pen of W. Ellis, in 
1706, when about 50 years of age: 


** Let all Fr’ends becarefal to meet together often 
and in due time, and let the power of Truth fill all 
your hearts ; and in that both old and young wiil 
grow in sincerity ; and if it please the Lord to open 
the hearts of any amongst you, be tender to them 
and wait to help them on in their service for the 
Lord. And if avy that be of a tender age should 
give a word of exhortation, let no man despise the 
youth ; for it was said of old, that out of the mouths 
of babes praises should arise ;—and again, the stam- 
merer shonld speak plain'y, and the tongue of the 
cumb shall sing, and the simple shall l-aro doctrine; 
and, saith the prophet, they shel! grow as calves of 
the stall, and as willows by the water courses. They 
were to wait to see the Truth at work ia the hearts 
of a youuy generation, and to rejoice thereat.’’ 


Writing as we do, especially for the perusal 
of our fellow.members, we may properly refer 
to the fact that in the first era and during the 
most earnest days of the Society of Friends, a 


found among the youth, and many of her 
most illustrious men, whose service was largest, 
ran their course and ended their days full of 
honor in meridian life, or earlier, having 
fought the good fight, endured persecutions, 
and spread in distant parts of the Lord’s 
earth the seed of the Kingdom, the principles 
so precious, yet so generally ignored, the 
spiritual Truth so esssentially a part of the 
true and living Gospel. James Parnell, a 
minister of Christ at 16 years, a Christian 
martyr in his 19th year. Edward Burrough, 
whose extraordinary ministry commenced in 
his 19th year, was valiant for the Truth be- 
fore princes and people. He was unspeak- 
ably dear to George Fox, and not a whit 
behind the very chiefest in those days when 
great gifts were developed. At the age of 28 
he laid down his life in prison for the testi- 
mony of Truth, being enabled to say, almost 
with his dying breath : “ There is no iniquity 
lies at my dvor, but the presence of the Lord 
is with me, and His life, I feel, justifies me.” 
And reverently addressing the God of his 
life, he could say: “I have loved Thee from 
my cradle and from my youth unto this day, 
and have served Thee faithfully in my gen- 
eration.” Again, a very few minutes before 
his death: “ Now my spirit is centred in its 
own being with God, and this furm of person 
must return from whence it was taken.” His 
eloquent eulogist, Francis Howgill, a weighty 
and eminent preacher, “ina short time ful- 
filled a Jong time,” and died a martyr at the 
age of 50. Samuel Bownas, an eminent ad- 
vocate of Truth with tongue and pen, was 
converted to God at the age of 20, and “ came 
forth in the ministry under the constraining 
influence of Divine Grace at the expiration of 
one month from the time of his awakening.” 
John Butcher, a gifted minister and eminent 
peacemaker, became a minister in 1681, at 
the age of 15. Robert Huberstie was a min- 
ister at the age of 18. The catalogue would 
be a very long one were we to enumerate 
those who within our portion of the Church 
of Christ became public champions of the 
faith in early life, and adorned the doctrine 
of God their Saviour, some to advanced age, 
and many others till in early or meridian man- 
hood they were called to exchange the pil- 


large proportion of the Church’s vigor was/|grim’s staff for the martyr’s crown. 
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The instances in ancient and in more mod- 


this true nobility, and, having laid its founda- 


ern times abound in accessible biographies, | tion with “gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 


and we refer to them to show that the gifts o 


f| hay, stubble,” pertinaciously continues to 
) P J 


the Spirit and the confidence of the Church | build upon that mingled and defective founda- 
have not been and should not be reserved ex-| tion, notwithstanding the warning from high 
clusively or chiefly for those upon the down-| authority that such edifice must ultimately 
ward slope of life. It is not a comely thing | and inevitably be destroyed. 


to give to the world the first fruits of a life 


bestowed for the purpose of glorifying God. 
Nor should youth be regarded as a disqualifi- 


It is safe to remember our inherent prone- 
ness to error: it is unsafe to canonize our 
own mistakes. The traveller Zionward must 





cation for those functions which call for the | keep his back continually turned toward the 


full vigor of intellect and of body also. The 
best service to the King of kings is rendered 
by those who yield themselves to it in the full 


wrong. The heavenly path is from the wrong 
to the right. “The highway of the upright 
is to depart from evil. He that keepeth his 





strength of their day. “It is good for a| way preserveth his soul.” 


young man that he bear the yoke in his 


Theologic error does not become sound 


youth ;” and it is good for the body, “which | truth by reassertion or by the piling up of 
is the Church,” that he should do so. Far| precedents. Its refutation and its doom are 


be it from us to encourage presumption or as- 
sumption. Humility is the sure attendant of 
and the indispensable qualification for that 
dignity which the Truth imparts, and it is the 
beautiful concomitant of acceptable labor in 
the gospel when the heart’s language is: “I 
am an unprofitable servant—I have done that 


which it was my duty to do.” 


qualification is of Christ who worketh in us. 


~ +0 + 


PersisTENCY IN Error.—On reading, in 


a recent religious periodical, an attempt to 


vindicate that which ought not to be vindi- 
cated, we were reminded of the words of an 


eminent poet, who calls the proneness to jus- 


tify one’s self in the wrong, “ the last infirmity 
of evil.” 
for a standard, and regards its own dogmas 
and doings as impregnable, having self- 
righteousness for its basis, is not teachable, 
gentle, or easily to*be entreated, and does not 


Boasting is ex- 
cluded—merit is disclaimed—we have noth- 
ing that we have not received—and all the 


Pride of opinion, which takes self 


certain, however long delayed, whilst Truth 
has secured to it eternal duration. 





A New Meetine ror Worsuip has been 
established at Londonderry, Ross Co., Ohio, 
east of the Sciota, comprising one hundred 
| members, received within this year. It isa 
branch of Fairfield Quarterly and Indiana 
Yearly Meeting. This Quarterly Meeting in- 
cludes about two thousand members, nearly 
five hundred of whom have been received 
within the past year. At the Quarterly 
Meeting held Seventh month 30th, the attend- 
ance at the public meetings for worship num- 
bered over five thousand. The covering of 
the Lord’s Spirit was thankfully acknowl- 
| edged, and in His qualifying power servants 
jand handmaidens were enabled, it was be- 
lieved, rightly to divide the word of Truth. 
May all meetings for the worship of Almighty 
God be reverently held in His Name and in 
His Life—and then, 


** What though no preacher speak the word, 
A Minister is there.’’ 


conform itself to the righteousness which is of | Let Him have the full ordering of the service, 


faith. True humility, on the contrary, is 
teachable, open to conviction, and ready for 


whether vocal or silent, and let there be no 
heart from which the incense of prayer and 


confession of errors, whether of speech or of| thanksgiving to Him shall not arise. Meet- 


writing. 
loving and beloved disciple, “ He is faithful 
A valued 
Friend, long since fallen asleep, wrote: “There 
is nothing on earth so noble and excellent as 
the sublimity of an humble mind.” 


and just to forgive us our sins.” 


Polemic | « 
persistency, however, is apt to be deficient in 


“If we confess our sins,” said the! 


ings held in earnest sincerity, and in the Di- 
vine Life and Power, redound to the glory of 
God, to the health of the Church, to the peace 
and safety of individual souls, and to the well- 
| being of ‘the community among whom such 
living worshippers are careful to let their 
‘speech be alway with grace, seasoned with 
| salt.” 





Sr a 
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A Manvat or Composition AND RHETORICT 
A Texr Book For Scnooits anp CoL- 
LEGES. By Jonn S. Hart, LL.D. Phila- 
delphia: Eldridge & Bro. Pp. 380. 

Our knowledge of the writer predisposed us 
in favor of this valuable contribution to the 
cause of Education. His academic character 
deservedly stands high. As Principal of the 
New Jersey State Normal School, he has ex- 
erted an influence which more than justifies 
the confidence which has been reposed in him. 
On looking with some intentness into his 
manual, we are prepared to congratulate the 
student who shall be privileged to go through 
a course of instruction with the use of such 
a text book, considering it to be the best we 
know of. It is written in good commendable 
English, and in the various departments upon 
which it treats it cannot be studied without 
obtaining distinct ideas. The first chapter, 
comprising 47 pages, is of such value, that 
could we afford the space, we would gladly 
present it to the readers of the Review. Simi- 
lar endorsement is due to various portions of 


the book. 


APPROACHING YEARLY MEETINGS.— 
Western Yearly Meeting will open on Sixth- 
day, Ninth month 16th, at 10 o’clock A. M. 
Meeting for Sufferings and Meeting of Minis- 
ters and Elders the day previous. 

Indiana Yearly Meeting will open on Fourth- 
day, Ninth month 28th: Meeting of Ministers 
and Elders the morning previous. 

Baltimore Yearly Meeting will commence on 
Seventh-day, the 22d of Tenth month, at 3 
o’clock, P.M. Meeting of Ministers and El- 
ders the same day at 19 A.M. Meeting for 
Sufferings the same day at 74 P. M. 

North Carolina Yearly Meeting will open at 
New Garden on Second-day, Eleventh month 
7th. Meeting of Ministers and Elders at Deep 
River on Seventh-day preceding. Meeting for 
Sufferings at Deep River on Sixth-day, Elev- 
enth month 4th. 

Our Frrenps Jas. OWEN AND Saran F., 
SMILEY have returned from their transatlan- 


tic labors (the latter by the Scotia on the 22d 
inst.) 


DIED. 
LEVICK.—On the 13th of Eighth month, 1870, 
Klizabeth Levick, daughter of Percival and Sarah A. 
Collins, aged about 6 months. 


BALDERSTON.—In Palt'more, Md., onthe 26th 
of Seventh month. 1870, at the residerce of her son 
Jacob Falderston, Margeret, widow of Hugh Balder- 
ston, in the 95th year of her age. Beloved by all 
vho knew her, this dear Friend will lopg te remem- 
bered as the hospitable and warm-hearted enter- 
tainer for many years of Fnends from her own and 
other Yearly Meetings. She shared with her be- 
keved husband in the responsibilities which de- 
volved upon him in the prominent and eminently 
useful position he occupied ip the church, and her 
gentle ¢nd loving spirit was ever ready to sympa- 
thize with others. Although prevented for some 
time from attending meetings, she was diligent in 
reading the Holy Scriptures and in waiting on the 
Lord, acknowledging that the sense of His goodness 
and mercy filled her heart to overflowing, causing 
her to pour out her soul in prayer and thankegiv- 
ing. She retained her faculties, except heasing, 
greatly unimpaired to her edvanced age, ard after 
a short illness, peacefully departed, we reverently 
trust, to be forever amongst the ransomed and re- 
deemed of the Lord. 7. 

ELLIOTT.— Near Rich Square. Northampton Co., 
V.C., on the 12th of Eighth month 1570, Mary A., 
wife of Tl os. B. Elliott, and daughter of Thomas P. 
and Ann H. Elliott, in ber 28th yesr; a member of 
Rich Square Monthly Meeting. During her last 
illness she was frequent and very fervent in vocal 
supplication. An increasing concern for the religious 
well- being of ber friends induced her to invite them 
to sit beside her, her mission being particularly to 
the youth. She conversed with them freely about 
religion und the love of Jesus Christ, the cleansing 
efficacy of whose blood is able to free us from all ting 
She repeatedly expressed her willingners and readi® 
ness to depert aid be with Christ ; and at Jast, after 
an utterance of devout thanksgiving, she quietly 
fell asleep. 

HAR! ER.—On the 2Jst of Ninth mo., 1869, John 
C. Harper, aged about 42 years ; a beloved and use- 
ful member of Whitelick Mo. Meeting, Ind., leaving 
a well-grounded trust that his yurified spirit has 
been gathered among the ransomed and redeemed. 

FARLOW.—On the 14th of Seventh month, 1870, 
Jabez Farlow, aged 56 years; an exemplary mem- 
ber and overseer of Marlboro’ Monthly Meeting, Ran- 
dolph Co, N. C. 

HODSON.—In Carthage, Rush Co., Ind., on the 
17th of Eleventh mo., 1869, Hannah, wife of Mat- 
thew Hodson, in the 71st year of her age; an es- 
teemed member of Carthage Monthly Meeting. Her 
death was sudden, but it is believed her end was 

eace, 

DORLAND.—On the 18th of Eighth month, 1870, 
in her 10:h year, Mary C., daughter of Willet and 
Abigail B. Dorland ; members of Chicago M Meeting. 

WAR BEPARTMENT, 
Bureau of Refug.es, Frecdmen and Abandoned Lands. 

Orrice Genera SupeRisTENDENT Epucation, 

Washington, August 12th, 1870. 
To the Friends’ Freedmen's Assoc ation, Philada, ; 


The rental arrangement by which th's Bureau 
has been aiding benevolent organizations in sustain- 
ing schools, expired on the Ist of July last. As 
Congress fai'ed to make #n sprropriation for the 
continuance of the werk, this arrangement, I regret 
to say, cannot be renewed the coming term. It is 
hoped the societies will make all possible appeal to 
their patrons, and put forth their most vigorous ef- 
forts, at ‘east to prevent the schools iu the South 
from decreasing. Very respectfully, 

J. W. Atvorp, 
General Sup’t Education. 








FRIENDS’ 


FRIENDS’ FIRST- DAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 
The London Friend gives an account of a 
meeting of this Association, held at Ackworth, 
Sixth month 29th. For the information of 
some of our readers, we extract, without com- 
ment, part of the remarks of two Friends. 
Isaac Brown (the Chairman) said: 


‘*There was one subject ref rred to in the Report on 
whieh he might offer a word or two--one rightly occu- 
pying the minds and eogaging the attenti n of teach- 
ers in many parts of the country at the present time-— 
What are we to do with regard to our scholars in 
connection with r-ligious worship? In some towns | 
there are schools where the children who attend 
them go to no place of worship. He thought this 
threw a great responsibility on the teachers of those 
schoo's, and that they shon'd strive to ascertain | 
what was the right course for them to pursue in 
such cases. There were some who were ready to 
say that our Society is in a dead and formal con- 
dition. Perhaps in some few places it might be so; 
bat he rejoiced to believe that in the Society at 
large it was not the case. The state of many of 
our meetings is such that we may readily invite 
others to come and take part with os in our wor- 
ship; and when he looked at the tendencies of the 
religions world at the present time, and saw so much 
inclination to that which is outward, even in many 
dissenting bodies—a making so much of outward 
means—he thought it threw a larger responsibility 
on this relig'ous body, inasmuch as they sought to 
uphold the spiritual in introducing the Gospel to 
man, and had in their worship an absence of the 
formal, the ritual, and the ceremonial. Teachers 
ought to do what lies in their power to stem the 
tide, which appears to be setting io with increasing 
force toward that whichis formal and ritnsl. Were 
he a teacher, he should feel responsibility in this 
matter individually to endeavor to draw those pupils 
who came within the rang of his influence to relig- 
ious worship. The question then comes of the dif. 
ficulty of those, who have not been trained up in 
the silence of worship, to sit in our silen’ meetings. 
In this, as in other tings, it may be traly said that 
“habit is second nature.’”’ If an individual bas 
never been io the habit of silence in worship, we 
cannot expect that that habit wil! be soon attained. 
Therefore comes the question, how far teachers 
might induce scholars to attend a Scriptu-e-reading 
meeting in which they shou'd seek a) ility themselves 
from Bim who gives it. ‘* Let Him that ministereth 
minister as of the ability that God giveth.” If they 
sought for that ability it would certainly be given 
for influencing the minds of those they met with. 
He would not attempt to define how the Spirit would 
lead any one ; he would not limit the Holy Spirit in 
his operations upon the mind of bim who taught or 
of those who received instruction ; but he believed 
that when we were taking up that which was right 
for us and sought for help, that help would be freely 
given. 

“At Leeds some twenty of the First-day scholars 
—adults—asked for a meeting to be held with them 
on First-day mornings by their teachers, and that 
that meeting should be held after the manner of 
Friends. H+ regarded this little circumstance as 
very encoura.ing, showing how those unascustomed 
to our ways coull bring themselves to appreciate 
the silence of our meetings. He would call on 
teachers everywhere to bear this sajb-ct on their 
hearts, and to seek, as opportunity preserted, to 
bring their pupils to the reality of religion in their 
own souls, and to show itin their daily watk—teach 
them that true religion must be lived out in their | 
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everyday lives and actions, and prepare them to 
accept the reality of the Gospel, bestowed as it must 
be in the free mercy of God in Christ Jesus.” 

** Jouy Eowarp Witson was struck with the fact 
that Friends always g+t back to this subject year 
after year, and after all it waa the most interesting 
subject they ceu'’d consider. He had had the op- 
portunity of watching the growth of adult classes in 
their own school. They had solved most other 
questions in connection with adult teaching, but 
this question of worship seemed to be the great want 
at present. In their adult school they had various 
organizations amongst the scholars: if their members 
were absent they had excellent arrargements for 
visiting them ; if they were sick they had societies 
by which they r-lieved their families, and funds for 
support in misfortune and to enable them to tide 
over difficult times ; and they had arrangements for 
seeking out wanderers and reclaiming them. All 
these things were just what a Christian Church 
ought to do, and which every healthy Christian 
Church would do; and all these things should 
always find a p'ace in our adult schools. But in 
what way are scholars and teachers to meet for re- 
ligious worship? He had expected, some years ago, 
that scholars would come to our meetings a3 we 
have them at present, but he did not think so now. 
He could not say what the causes might be ; but he 
found, so far as Birmirgham was coucern d, that 
they could only get scholars to worship with them 
if they met on a different platform. The meeting 
for scholars that they held had arisen from the feel- 
ings aroused by the late Conference at Birmingham, 
and he might say the results were in calculable. 
They opened their meetings with Scripture reading, 
and then left the rest of the time as a Friends’ 
meeting for worship; for the first two years they 
had an attendance of from 60 or 70 to 100. They 
had now 200 or more. They had not held these 
meetings weekly, but quite recently the scholars 
had su pressed upon them the desirability of bold- 
ing them every First-day, that a few weeks ago they 
res: lved to comply‘with their wishes. The elemen- 
tary teachers felt it a duty they owed to the poor 
and outcast of their ‘town to do something of this 
sort for them ; for, said they, “‘ where shouid we 
have been if it had rot been for the self sacrifice of 
our teachers ?’’ He quite un'ted with a sentence in 
the R-port which said that this question will soon 
solve itself. In reply to Joseph Thorp he stated 
that there was no preparation made for the meetings. 
The Superintendent selects some teacher and asks 
him to read some chapter of his own c! oosing. They 
slmost invariably had vocal prayer, often from 
scholars as well as teachers.’’ 


os - 08 - —-— 


WILLIAM DEWSBERY’S LAST SERMON. 


In connection with White Hart Court, it may be 
mentioned that William Dewsbery, who was at the 
same ‘ime ove of the earliest and most gifted of the 
ministers in the Society, preached his last sermon 
in this meeting-house. He had come up from his 
residence in the North to attend the Yearly Meeting 
of 1688, being urgel thereto by a pre*sing desire 


| to be once more present at its deliberations ; though 


his advanced age and great bodily weakness ren- 
dered it somewhat imprudent for his health’s sake. 
Thus exere sed io spirit, he atten?ed the meeting on 
First-day previous, when a di course of some length 
ws delivered by him, which has been preserved to 
us by some one who was there having taken it down 
in short hand, and by Sewel, the historian, incor- 
porating itin his history. Apart fiom its intrinsio 
value, the discourse possesses a melancholy impor- 
tance through its being in reality William Dews- 
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bery’s closing testimony ; for increased i'lness care 
on, and though its severity abated so far #s to al- 
low of his reaching home, no opportunity was left 
for any subsequent public servic», and his long and 
useful career soon terminated. Few of his contem- 
pora’ies among the Friends were more gifted than 
William Dewsbery ; his ardent piety was tempered 
by discretion, and undaunted in danger, or undis- 
mayed by suffering, he loved the t’uth, and re- 
joiced to suffer for it. A man of some culture, and 
fair outward means, he l-ft house and home to 
serve the cause; in fact piety had marked bis conv- 
duct from early youth, and spiritual exercises had 
80 epgaged his attention that, when George Fox 
first met with him in a town near York, his native 
place, William Dewsbery assented to the views 
preached, not so much ss new, but as be'ng in ac- 
cordance with what he had independently ard in his 
own experience found to b+ Truth. Thenceforward 
he became ore of the most valuable of George Fox’s 
coadjutors, and no doubt this, hia last discourse, 
though abrupt through frequent abbreviations and 
omissions, will show somewhat ef the depth and 
soundress of William Dewsbery’s views on Chris- 
tian doctrine: — Tie London Friends’ Meetings. 
“Except you be regenerated and born 
again ye cannot inherit the kingdom of God. 
. . . This know for certain that no man or 
woman can be quickened and raised up into 
the life of the second Adam till the life of the 
first Adam be taken away from them. . 
Now all of you that come to be regenerated 
you must come to the light of Christ. There 
is no other way to it. “He will search your 
hearts, and try your reins, and set your sins 
in order before you. . You must see 
yourselves a lost people, a sinful people. .. . 
You must bring your deeds to the light of 
Christ and abide in the sentence of condemna- 
tion ; if you save your lives you lose them ; if 
you will lose your lives for Christ’s sake 
there is no danger of your eternal life. . . . 
I stand here as a witness of the Lord of life 
this day; there is no way for people to come 
to salvation but they must know Christ re- 
vealed in their hearts. ‘ He will bap- 
tize thee with the Holy Ghost and with fire. 
If thou knows not this thou art not a true 
Christian, thou wilt never look death in the 
face with joy, nor go down to the grave in 
triumph. ... You must come to Christ to 
purify you in the fiery furnace. . . . Do 
not make the way to Heaven easier on your 
minds and imaginations than indeed it is; and 
think it not sufficient to live in an outward 
observence of the «sss of God. If your own 
sills ve alive and your corruptions remain 
anainetified the judgment of God will be your 
portion. ... Come and examine thy con- 
science. Dost. thou strive to enter in at the 
strait ¢ aS and the narrow way? ... The 
justice of God will not suffer thee to make a 
Saviour of thy duties and qualifications, and 
to take God’s jewels and to deck thyself with ; 
thou canst not be saved without the righteous 


ness of God in Jesus Christ. . . . It is 
God’s infinite goodness to men that he will 
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hide pride from them and humble them un- 
der His mighty hand. . 
short work in the earth. He will set thy sins 
before thee and make thee watchful unto 
prayer, and lead thee to holiness of life and 
conversation, and make thee abhor thyself and 
despise all the pomps and pleasures and vani- 
ties of this world. . . . All this thou 
oughtest todo, . . . and all this will not 
justify thee, . . . for these services thou 
owest unto God. If thou diligently wait thou 
shalt see more light; then the sword that pro- 
ceeds out of the mouth of Christ, who is 
called the Word of God, will cut thee off 
from all thy hopes of salvation—from any- 
thing thou hast done, . 
wilt be a hopeless soul—nothing in thine own 
sense and apprehension, 
out, I am a dead, lost, and undone creature, 


God will make 


so that thou 
. . and wilt ery 


. . then become as alittle child humbled 


and slain asto thy own will, . . . thou 


wilt not question [whether] I shall livea holy 
life, but wilt give all that life thou hadst for 
that life which is hid with Christ in God. O! 
there is none come so far that ever miss of 


eternal life. All shnffling people that would 


have salvation by Christ and wil] not let Him 
exercise His heavenly power—His princely 
glorious power—to baptize them into His 
death, it is they that come short of salvation, 
: . I stand here as a witness for the God 
of heaven; I never heard the voice of Christ 
(as His follower) till I was slain and bap- 
tized, and lay as a little child under His 
heavenly chastisements; as soon as ever my 
soul was brought to this in my humiliation, 
QO! then, the dreadful judgment was taken 
away, .. and the Lord spake comforta- 
bly to me, ‘I have loved thee with an ever- 
lasting love,’ and I was made a Christian 
through a day of vengeance and burning as 
an oven, and the haughtiness and pride of 
man in me was brought low. . . . Those 
that will [thus] die with Christ and be will- 
ing to die for Him, He is revealed as a Sa- 
viour to them. O! let not your eves 
slumber nor your eyelids take any rest till 
you be sure the Lord is your God. What 
remains now ? Christ is in me, and we are all 
one in Him. Christ laid down His life for 
thee and me. Now He reigns in me, and He 
hath prepared my body to die for the truth 
as His prepared body was laid down for my 
sin. . . « O Friends, let us empty our- 
selves that Christ may fill us, Let us be 
nothing im our own eyes that we may be all 
in Him and receive of His fulness. Toe 
And so I commend you to God. I have been 
long held in durance in great weakness ; and 
I was restless till I could come up to this 
great city of Loudon to preach the everlast- 
ing Gospel among you. Let not these 


words passing through a mean vessel be as a 
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bare empty discourse of truth to you which | Jehovah: 


you only hear and take no further care of 
your salvation ; . « press forward to the 
heavenly work that is laid in the power of 
Christ Jesus, even through judgment into | 
death, and then He will give you eternal | 
life.” 
tit sabes 
THE SECOND PSALM. 
BY PROF. C. B. STOWE, D.D. 


Many of the Psalms and some other pro- 
phetic compositions are in dramatic form ; 
that is, the several sentences are the utter- 
ances of different speakers. To understand 


Yet hsve I set my king 
Upon my holy hill of Zion. 
The Messiah : 


I will speak to the decree, 
Jehovabt hath said unto me, 


| My Son art thou, 


This day have | begotten thee ; 

Ask of me and I will give thee 

The heathen for thine iuheritance, 

The uttermost parts of the earth for thy posession ; 
Thou shalt rule them with a rol of iron, 

As & potier’s ves-el shalt thou dash them in pieces. 
The Psalmist: 

Be wise now, therefore, O ye kings, 

Be ivatructed, ye judges of the earth; 


pieces of this kind, we must know who the| Serve Jehovah with fear 
several speakers are, and where they come in, | And rejoice with trembling, 


When used in public worship this was easily 
ascertained by the different parts of the choir 
representing the different persons introduced. 
The 9ist Psalm is a good example of this 
method of chanting. 
is chanted by the chorister alone, the second 
by the choir, the third to the thirteenth by 
the chorister and the choir together; and | 
then the remainder of the Psalm, from the 
fourteenth verse to the end, by the chorister 
alone, representing the voice of God. Let 
any one read the Psalm with a careful atten- 
tion to these divisions, and what before 
seemed obscure and confused, will come at| 
once into clearness and order. 

The 2d Psalm is dramatic. In prophetic 
visions the Psalmist sees hostile forces tn- 
multuously assembling to resist Jehovah and | 
the Messiah, and gives utterance to the first 
two verses. In the third verse we have the 
defiant speech of the rebels. Iu the fourth 
and fifth the Psalmist sees Jehovah quietly 
seated on his throne, prepared to scatter and 
destroy his enemies. In the sixth, Jehovah 
himself utters his voice. From the seventh 
to the uiath, the Messiah speaks and makes 
known in the words of Jehovah himself the 
divine purpose in respect to Messianic do- 
minion. ‘Then, in the remaining verses, the 
tenth, eleventh, and twelfth, is the Psalmist’s 
suitable warning aud exhortation, deduced 
from what precedes. 

Let us thus read the Psalm; 


The Psalmist : 

Why do the heathen rage, 

And the peoples imagine vanity, 

The kings of the earth stand up, 

And the ru‘ers take counsel together, 
Aga‘nst Jeuovah aud against his Messiah ? 


The Rebels: 


Let us burst their bonds asnnder, 
Aud cast away their cords from us 


The Psrlmiat: 

He that sit’eth in the heavens doth laugh, 
Jehovah hath them in derision. 

Then He speaketh to the:a in His wrath, 
In Hig sore displeasure He vexeth them. 





Do homage to the Son lest He be angry, 
And ye perish on the way ; 

For His wrath barneth suddenly, 

But blessed are all they who trast in Him. 


The first two verses compose a stanza of 


here the first verse | five lines, the fifth of which can be repeated 
after each of the others, thus: 


Why do the heathen rage 
Against Jehovah and against His Messiah ? 
And so of the other lines. 

This is one of those comprehensive prophe- 
cies which Lord Bacon says, “ being of the 
nature of their author, with whom a thousand 
years are but as one day, are not fulfilled 
punctually and at once, bat have springing 
and germinant accomplishment throughout 
many ages, though the height or fulness of 
them may refer tosome one age.” When- 
ever and wherever rulers and people combine 
to rend the dominion of Christ, this predic- 
tion hath accomplishment, and it will con- 
tinue to have accomplishment, “ springing 
and germinating” throughout all time, till its 
“ height and fulness” comes in the last great 
conflict described in the twentieth chapter of 
Revelation. 

This prophecy was falfilled when the Jew- 
ish mob under the guidance of their priest- 
hood combined with Herod and Pontius Pi- 
late to destroy Jesus—(Acts iv. 23-32,)—it 
had manifold accomplishment in subsequent 
times during both the Pagan and the Papal 
persecutions; and it will continue thus to 
have fulfilment till the time of the end. 

Scripture prophecy is generally of this kind. 
Seldom is it direct, specific history written be- 
fore the event, though it is so in some re- 
markable instances. Prophecy is usually the 
philosophy of history rather than anticipated 
narrative; and the idea has been too preva- 
lent, that every prophetic announcement must 
have its exact counterpart in specific historie 
transactions at one, and only one, particular 
point of time. 

The attempts to interpret all the prophecies 
on this principle have led to endless contra- 
dictions, multiplied disappointments and pal- 
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pable absurdities, which have disgusted many 
devout and well-balanced minds and brought 
the whole study of prophecy into suspicion if 
not contempt. 

Prophetic study properly pursued, on the 
principles laid down by Lord Bacon, which 
are, in fact, precisely the principles pro- 
pounded by the Apostle Peter, (1 Peter i. 
10-13,) is in all its parts most profitable, as- 
suring and elevating. 

We have many examples in our day of 
the perverse and ruinous methods of prophet- 
ic study, and also, thank God! some few of 
the right and true, and their number is in- 
creasing. 


-YOUTH’S DEPARTMENT. 


NEW CIDER A DANGEROUS BEVERAGE. 
BY WILLIAM M. THAYER. 

{Among the readers of the Review are a good 
many conscientious, thinking, temperance boys. The 
‘ llowing is commended to their attention. ] 

The friends of total abstinence must dis- 
card the use of cider as a beverage, whether 
sweet or sour. ‘True, there is no intoxicat 
ing element in unfermented cider; but then 
fermentation begins much sooner than people 
suppose. Says Dr. Hayes, the distinguished 
State Assayer of Massachusetts: “I detect 
alcohol in cider generally when it is twenty- 


four hours old—sooner still when the apples 


are much decayed. Often fermentation be- 
gins about as soon as the juice is expressed, 
both hot weather and advanced decay hasten- 
ing the process. Even when the apples are 
wholly sound, fermentation usually begins 
within twenty-four hours after the juice is 
expressed.” 

Such being the fact, it is quite evident that 
so-called sweet cider is used long after it has 
become intoxicating. Children suck itthrough 
a straw from the barrel after fermentation. 
For weeks after it is made, it is drunk by 
many people, old and young, on the plea of 
using sweet cider, thus exposing themselves to 
the danger of creating an appetite for strong 
drink. The danger may appear small to the 
uninitiated, but two facts prove that it is 
perilous. 

1. It is impossible for the drinker to tell 
when new cider becomes intoxicating. Said 
aman who had manufactured cider twenty 
years, “ When you can tell when a pig be- 
comes a hog, then you can tell when new 
cider becomes intoxicating—and not till 
then.” A homely remark, but true. Said 
another person, “I purchase a new coat and 
put it on; I wear it a while, and it is a new 
coat still; but it is wearing out daily; and 
there comes a time when it ceases to be a 
new coat, and becomes an old one; but I can- 
not tell when it is. So it is with cider. I 
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cannot tell when it ceases to be harmless and 
becomes intoxicating; so that the only way 
of safety is not to use it at all.” If there be 
soundness in the admitted plea of being on 
the safe side, then new cider must be dis- 
carded by total abstainers. 

2. The appetite for strong drink is formed 
as readily on cider that has five or ten per 
cent. of alcohol, as it is on whisky having 
fifty per cent. of alcohol. Whether the ap- 
petite is created or not, does not depend upon 
the quantity of alcohol there is in what a 
person drinks, but whether there is any there 
at all. And so reformed drunkards affirm 
that they return as surely to their cups on 
beer that has five or eight per cent. of alco- 
hol as they do on brandy or gin. 

At a public meeting at the Washingtonian 
Home, Boston, where sixty reformed inebri- 
ates were present, the question was put to 
them, “ How many of ycu think that you can 
not drink a glass of the mildest form of in- 
toxicating liquor without going back to your 
former habits?” Every man rose to his feet, 
thus confessing that cider and all other fer- 
mented drinks are dangerous. 

This fact is not generally understood, and, 
in consequence, many persons goto ruin. If 
the appetite for strong drink can be created 
by the use of fermented cider, and we cannot 
tell when fermentation begins, it follows that 
there is no safety except in the total dis- 
use of the article. Especially is this true of 
the young who are in the habit of drinking 
sweet cider. 

If they could tell the exact day or hour 
when fermentation takes place, they might 
use the beverage to that time with impunity ; 
but since this is impossible, they hazard all 
that is dear in life by making a beverage of 
cider in any form. 

A few years since, a young man of twenty- 
three years, in Massachusetts, went to the 
drunkard’s grave. His friends called him a 
“cider drunkard.” He formed the appetite 
in boyhood, when he sucked “sweet cider,” 
as he called it, through astraw. Cider be- 
came his daily beverage. At fourteen and 
fifteen years of age he would become beastly 
drunk on this beverage. All persuasions ard 
entreaties fuiled to reform him. At eighteen 
years of age his father offered to buy him a 
farm if he would give up his cider and sign 
the pledge. “I’d rather have my cider,” he 
replied—an answer that fearfully prov ed him 
to be a cider drunkard. He drank himself 
into his grave at twenty-three. 

It is our duty to set a safeexample. The 
foregoing facts prove that the use of new ci- 
der is not a safe example for our sons or re- 
formed drunkards. Many boys have formed 
the appetite for stronger drinks upon it. 
While some indulge and escape ruin, others 





FRIENDS’ 


REVIEW. 








indulge and plunge to ruin. It is safe for all 
not to touch it. It is the only safe rule to 
adopt. Acting upon this rule, cider can make 
no drunkards, 


A reformed drunkard exclaimed, in a tem- 


And sanctify his iron homi'ies 

And sharp per-uasions of the bayonet, 

That the great pontiff fel asleep, and dreamed. 
He stooi by Lake Tiberias, in the sun 

Of the bright Urient; and beheld the lame, 
The sick, and blind, kneel at the Master’s feet, 


perance society where the cider question was) Ani rise up whole. Aud, aweetly over all, 
under discussion, “If you have any regard | Dropping the ladder of their hymn of praise 
for us, for Heaven’s sake don’t set the exam-| From heaven to earth, in silver rounds of song, 


ple of drinking even sweet cider !” 
we disregard this appeal without violating 
the divine injunction, “It is good neither to 
eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything 
whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, 
or is made weak ?” 

Asa Allen, of Walpole, Massachusetts, was 
reformed in 1841. But twelve or fifteen 
years before, he signed the early pledge that 
allowed the use of cider, and still continued 
a drunkard upon that beverage. It was not 
until he banished cider with all other liquors 
that he reformed; and he often referred in 
public to his experience as proof that cider 
would make and keep men drunkards. 

The murderer Howard, who took the life 
of Miss Harrrison, in Rochester, N. Y., con- 
fessed that his courage failed him when he 
first planned to perpetrate the deed; and it 
was not until he went into the cellar and 
drank freely of cider that he was nerved to 
accomplish his murderous purpose. 

Many people strangely suppose that the 
use of cider and other fermented liquors 
weans drinkers from the use of 
spirits. There could not possibly be a great- 
er delusion. What has been said proves that 
it wins to the use of rum, brandy, and gin. 
Hence, in Paris, where such large quantities 
of wine are annually consumed, there were 
used, in 1863, seven gallons of distilled 
liquors for every man, woman, and child; 
while in the United States only one half as 
much distilled liquors per capita were con- 
sumed. 

A notorious thief confessed that he stole, 
first, a piece of chalk; second, a hen’s egg; 
third, a jack-knife; and then, whatever he 
could lay his hands upon. So many a drunk- 
ard has acknowledged that he drank, first, 
new cider; second, domestic wine; third, 
whisky ; and then, whatever Satan makes to 
feed a raging appetite. 

“A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and 
hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and 
are punished.”—Prov. xxi. 3. 

oo a Ee, 
THE DREAM OF PIO NONO. 
By J. G@. Warrrigr 1849. 


It chanced, that while the pious treops of France 

Fought in the crusad+ Pio Novo preached, 

Woat time the holy Bourbons stayed his hands 

(The Hur avd Aaron meet for such a Moses, ) 

Stretched forth from Naples towards rebellious 
Rome 

To bless the ministry of Oudinot, 


distilled | 


How can | Be heard the blessed angels sing of peace, 


Good-will to man, and glory to the Lord. 


Then one, with feet unshod, andi leathern face 
Hardened and darkened by fierce summer suns 
And hot winds of the de-ert. closer drew 
His fisher’s haick, and girded up his loins, 
Aud spake, as one who had authority : 
“* Come thou with me.”’ 

Lakeside and eastern sky 
And the sweet soug of angels passed away, 
Aud, with a dream’s alacrity of change, 
The priest, and the swart fisher by his side, 
Bebeld the Eterna! City lift its domes 
And solemn fanes and monumenta! pomp 
Above the waste Campagna. Oa the hills 
Tbe blaze of burn ng villas roze and fell, 
And momently the mortar’s iron throat 
Roared from the trenches ; and, Within the walls, 
Sharp crash of shells, low groans of human pain, 
Shout, drum-beat, and the clanging ’larum bell, 
And tramp of hosts, sent up a m ngled sound, 
Half wail and | alf defiance. As they passed 
The gate of San Vancrazio, human biood 
Flowed ankle high about them, and dead men 
Chokei the long street with gashed and gory piles, 
A ghastly barricade of mingled flesh, 
From which, at times, quivered a living hand, 
Aud white lips moved and moaned. A father tore 
His grey hairs, by the body of hia son, 
In freozy ; and his fair young daughter wept 
Oa his old tosom. Suddenly a flash 
Clove the thick sulphurous air, and man and maid 
Sank, crushed and mangled by the shattering shell. 
Then spake the Galilean: ‘* Thou hast seen 
The blessed Mast-r and His works of ‘ove ; 
Look now on thiae! Hear’st thou the angels sing 
Above this open hell? Thou God’s high priest! 
Thou the Vicegerent of the Prince of Peace ! 
Thou the successor of his chosen ones | 
[, Peter, fisherman of Galilee, 
In the dear Master’s name, and for the love 
Of His true Church, proclaim thee Anti-christ, 
Alien and separate from His holy fa‘th, 
Wide as the difference between deatb and life, 
The hate of maa and the great love of God! 
Hence, and repent !’’ 

Thereat the pontiff woke, 
Trembling, and muttering o’er his fearful dream. 
** What means he ?’’ cried the Bourbon. ‘* Nothing 

more 

Than that your majesty hath all too well 
Catered for your pvor guests, and that, in sooth, 
The Holy Father’s supper troubleth Him,”’ 
Said Cardinal Antonelli, with a smile. 


+ = 
HAVERFORD COLLEGE, 

The Winter Term will begin on Fouriu-day, 14th 
of Ninth month. New students must present theim- 
selves at nine o'clock on the morning of the pre- 
ceding day for examination by the Faculty. Appli- 
cations for the admission of students must in aif 
caves be accompanied by certificates of character and 
the studies pursued, to be sigued by the last teach- 
er. Copies of the circular with all needful informa- 
tion may be obtained at the office, No. 109 N. Tenth 
St., Philada., or at the College, West Haverford, 
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Delaware Co., Pa., or on application to Tuos. P. Cops, 
No. 1 Walnut St., Ricuarp Capsury, No. 221 Chest- 
nut &t., or Jas. Warrant, No. 410 Race St., Philada, 
ath tceihcttiiiend i 
SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Foreren IntTRLUIGENCE.—European advices to the 
29th inst. have been received. 

As usual, the vague and contradictory accounts 
received of the positions and movements of the re- 
spective armies, render it almost impossible to as- 
certain the truth. The Prussian left wing, com- 
manded by the Crown Prince, appears to have made 
but little advance towards Paris for the last week or 
two. On the 22d, McMahon evacuated the camp 
at Chalons on the Marne, moving northward to 
Rheims. The movement was apparently made in 
some haste, and before leaving the camp was fired, 
to prevent its oceupation by the Prussians, and to 
destroy a quantity of stores which there was not 
time to remove. The movement was continued 
through Rheims northward toward Méziéres, near 
the Belgian frontier. The object was supposed to be 
to meet the Prussian right wing or centre, and, if 
possible, to effect a junction with Bazaine, or at 
least relieve the latter, who was believed to be still 
in or near Metz. Onthe 29th, McMahon’s army was 
reported to be passing through Rethel to Méziéres. 
The Prussians, part of them turping from the course 
toward Paris, others perhaps detached from the 
acmy iu front of Metz, were said to ba moving 
northward from Troyes, St. Dizier and Vitry, ap- 
parently in pursuit of McMahon. A dispatch of the 
evening of the 28th, from Arlon in Luxemburg, said 
that steady firing had been heard all day at Dun, 
between Stenay and Verdun, but no particulars had 
been received. Reports of a great battle commenced 
on the 28th were circulating in different quarters, 
but nothing definite was known. 

An attack on Verdun by the Prussians on thé 
25th was officially reported in Paris to have been re- 
pulsed. Pfalzburg, in the Vosges mountains, which 
had been reported captured, was said to be still 
holding out. Strasburg had been several times 
bombarded, but little or no advantage had ap- 
parently been gained by the besiegers. The guns of 
Strasburg had nearly destroyed the towr of Kehl, 
On tLe opposite side of the Rhine, in Baden. 

The preparations for the defence of l’aris in case 
of a siege are still actively going on. The fortifica- 
tions have been strengthened and armei with ad. 
ditional cannon, and large quantities of grain and 
provisions bave been stored in the city. A Com- 
mittee of Defence has been organized, comprising 
Gen. Trochu, the Military Governor of the city, and 
other military officers, to which some members of 
the Legisiative Budy hive been added, the veteran 
Thiers being one. It possesses full powers, and 
has a special executive committee which receives 
daily reports on the progress of operations, to be 
sent subsequently to the Minister of War and the 
Council. The Committee is said to have decided 
that on the approach of the Prussian army, the 
grain and forage crops of the farmers between the 
Marne and the Seine, and in the enviruns of Paris, 
which cannot be stored in the city, shall be burned, 
lest they should furnish food for the invaders. 
Gen. Trochu has issued a proclamation ordering all 
strangers, natives of countries now at war with 
France, and not naturalized citizens, to leave Paris 
and the Department of the Seine within three days. 
They must either quit France or retire to the other 
side of the river Loire. All strangers coming with- 
in this injuoction, who do not conform to it, will be 
arrested and given over to the military authorities, 
anlexs special permission to remain is received from 


, 


REVIEW. 


the Govervor of Paris. The inhabitants of the sub- 
urbs are said to be moving into the city, as it is ex- 
pected that many of the buildings in the environs 
will be levelled to afford scope for the artillery of 
the fortifications, and the appearance of Prussian 
scouts is constantly apprehended. Multitudes are 
also leaving the city, and at the railway depots, 
the number and length of trains arriving and de- 
parting are unprecedented. It is understood that 
in case of the near approach of the Prussians, the 
trees iu the famous parks Bois de Boulogne and Bois 
de Vincennes, in the environs of Paris, will be‘eut 
down, at least in part, to clear the space. The of- 
ficial journal has announced that the Ministry of 
War will commence removal to Tours. Count 
Palikao will probably remain at Paris for the pres- 
ent. The Putrie, a semi-official organ, in its iséue 
of the 29th, suggested the propriety of transferrin= 
the Ministry of the Iuterior to some other city, 
Paris, if besieged, would belong exclusively to mi 
tary authority, and the presence of the Minist? 
there would be nseless. The official journal bhs 
published a note from the Prefect of the Depart- 


ment of the Seine, advising all persons ye 


performing military duty to leave Paris, and a 


advising citizens to provide themselves with sup>« 


plies of such food aa may be most easily preserveds: 

The Crown Prince of Prussia has i sued a proc-y 
lamation to the people of France, in which he says, 
that Prassia makes war against the Emperor and 


not the people of France, and that the people havev’ 
nothing tofear. He announces his purpose to restore 


the lines of travel which bave been interrupted or 


destroyed by army movements, so that labor and o. 
commerce may be resumed. The French officials + 


are requested to remain at their pos's, and their 
personal safety is guaranteed. He adds that only 
surpius food will be taken for the German troops, 
such as is not required by the peaceful French. 


Latest.—Dispatches of the 30th from different 
quarters contaiu-d no details of further operations, 
but merely vague rumors of severe fighting io the 
wooded regions in the vicinity of Montmedy, al- 
though it was believed that a great battle was im- 
minent. Railway communication between Brus- 
sels and Paris wassuspended. The French authori- 
ties had stopped travel to Paris via Calais, and were 
expected also to close the Boulogne route. More 
than 50,000 persons had moved into Paris from the 
suburbs alone since the 27th, while a large number 
of Germans had been expelled. The siege of Stras- 
burg was advancing. Tne Bishop of the city had 
endeavored, unsuccessfully, to bring about a truce. 


Sparn.—An important Carlist rising is reportei to 
have occurred in the provinces of Navarre and Ge- 
rona, aud troops have been sent from Madrid. 
Fresh bands are also said to be springing up in va- 
rious parts of the North, avd the Basque provinces 
have been declared in a state of siege. 

Deymar«, —The popular feeling at the commence- 
ment of the war was said to be strongly in favor of 
40 alliance with France, Prussia being greatly dis- 
liked on account of the Schleswig- Holstein war, 80 
that the government assumed and maintained its 
neutral position against much opposition; but a 
complete re- action has now taken place, and no party 
is found openly advocating a tzkiog part in the war. 

Cuina.—At the latest advices, the French nego- 
tiations whichjhad been going on at Tien-tsin, for 
satisfactioa for the recent outrages, were suspended, 
but not terminated. The Frenoh demanded that 
three mandarins who were implicated in the massa- 
ore should be given up to be punivbed with death, 
but the Chinese were willing to surrender only one 
of them. 
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